In the examination of tliebodies of thosewho die insane, we find the morbid appearances most frequent and most strongly marked upon the surface of the cerebral hemispheres; in those structures where the bloodvessels arrange themselves in a closely woven net-work before penetrating the cerebral substance. There is no contrast more marked than that between the thin, delicate, and transparent membranes covering the perfectly healthy brain, and the thickened and opaque arachnoid, and the infiltrated pia mater, which invest the convolutions of the hemispheres of one, whose cerebral circulation has long been disturbed and excited. But then, considering that no such morbid appearances are found in the bodies of some, who, as in the instance of puerperal maniacs, die sometimes shortly after the manifestation of the malady, we must, I think, conclude that such .changes of structure are rather to be regarded as the effect of excited circulation, dependent upon, or co-existent with insanity, than as the cause of the disease itself. For an account of the conditions of the membranes of the brain, I refer to a preceding report.
surface of both cerebrum and cerebellum, the pia mater was infiltrated by yellowish green purulent fluid, which accurately followed the convolutions of the brain
The ventricles contained about three ounces of turbid yellow purulent fluid; the same morbid appearances were noticed upon the surface of the spinal chord.
The following is an instance of thickening and opacity of the arachnoid over the whole cerebral surface; the lining membrane of the ventricles retaining its natural transparency: the slight increase of limpid fluid in the interior being derived from the vessels of the pia mater.
Case II.?William S., examined January 8, 1845 . The bloodvessels of the cranium, the membranes and the brain were very turgid, the latter particularly so, the medullary substance being full of bloody points, wherever it was cut into. The arachnoid was thickened and opaque, especially along the sides of the great fissure of the cerebrum. It was slightly milky over the whole hemispheres. There was considerable infiltration of the pia mater, and some increase of fluid in the ventricles. The structure and firmness of the brain were natural.
There were some partial adhesions of both lungs, of old standing; strong and close adhesions of the pericardium; the right kidney shrunk to onethird of its natural size; slight diminution of the left.
Were all necroscopical researches recorded after the fashion of Dr. Greding, we might be disposed to think with Pinel, that Upon examination of the body it was found that the dura mater adhered firmly to the skull-cap: there was rather slight thickening and opacity of the arachnoid, along the course of the superior longitudinal fissure. The pia mater was infiltrated to some extent by serum, but the cerebral convolutions were closely packed together and flattened. The ventricles contained about three ounces of limpid fluid. In the right hippo eampal, or middle lobe of the brain, there was a soft dark clot of recently extravasated blood; the cerebral substance around was broken, soft, and discoloured; and the fluid on the descending corner of the right lateral ventricle (which was entire) was slightly tinged with blood.
There was hypertrophy of the left ventricle of the heart. In sanguineous apoplexy, an accident generally connected with hypertrophy of the left ventricle of the heart, the extravasation, as in the case just related, takes place, ( Although this might possibly have occurred in the examination, there was little doubt that it had taken place before death, as a consequence of that sudden effusion into the ventricles which had subjected the whole cranial contents to pressure, and thus caused the flattening of the convolutions, the latter appearance being as strongly marked as in sanguineous apoplexy.
-There was extensive tuberculous deposit in the viscera, both of the thorax and abdomen. The lungs were studded with tubercles, of which some had softened into cavities. The peritoneum presented a tuberculated appearance throughout; near to the liver there were some accumulations equal m size to walnuts, and masses of this apparently inorganic deposit caused general accretion of the opposed surfaces of the diaphragm, liver, stomach, duodenum, pancreas, and colon.
It is not in all instances possible to determine after death the cause of " softening." In the record, the doubt, if it exists, should in each case be expressed.
A young lady, aged 19, became deranged in consequence of family distresses, by which her parents were reduced from affluence to comparative poverty. She died, after having passed through a short period of silent despondency. The body was examined December 13th, 1847. The external Vessels of the head were completely empty; the internal, on the contrary, "with those of the brain and of its membranes, were in the highest state of congestion. The adhesion of the dura mater to the skull was particularly strong. The vessels of the dura mater, pia mater, and cerebral substance, "Were injected, to their minutest ramifications, with blood. A few drachms ?f watery fluid, slightly tinged with blood, ran out of the arachnoid cavity on cutting round the dura mater.
The pia mater was greatly infiltrated throughout; there were a few drachms ?f fluid in the lateral ventricles, and much fluid remained in the base oftho skull after the brain had been removed.
The substance both of the cerebrum and cerebellum was particularly soft throughout. (Whether this softness was sufficient to constitute a pathological condition, might be doubted.)
There was a firm old adhesion, of limited extent, at the upper and back part of the right lung; the substance of the viscus was particularly hard for a space not exceeding the diameter of a shilling, and contained a little knot of dry, hard, whitish substance, apparently earthy. The contents of the thorax, in other respects, and those of the abdomen, were healthy.
It is not common to find the brain in just that condition which we should pronounce healthy, although such is sometimes the case. The "Vessels are generally preternaturally full, or so empty that the brain is described as bloodless. There was an incised wound, about two inches and a half in length, of green colour, and with foetid odour, upon the forehead. After removing the skull-cap, which was of dark colour, but healthy, it was found that the dura mater, also dark-coloured, was distended by the contents of the skull; upon dividing it with the scissors there was exposed a brain which tad passed in every part into a state of decomposition. Although the line of the convolutions yet remained, it was semifluid, of light green colour, and emitted a most foetid odour.
Both lungs were emphysematous (from decomposition?) The heart was healthy, but the muscular structure was soft, and discoloured from the same cause. The pericardium contained about an ounce of turbid serum. The abdominal viscera were soft and rotten; the kidneys, in a similar state, were of large size; the weight of each was twentytwo ounces and a half.
The cancellous texture of the bones was dark from decomposed blood, "Which had stained the interior in every part not of compact texture. The colour was particularly dark in the cranial bones, the sternum, and the ribs.
